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The 49th Chief Justice of India, Justice UU Lalit has
made significant announcement pertaining to One
Constitution Bench functioning throughout the year

Let us understand the what and why of Constitution Bench




A bench consisting
of five or more
judges

These are the
temporary benches
which get dissolved
once d legal question
or issue referred to
them is resolved

What is a Constitution Bench?

The Chief Justice of
India has the power
to constitute the
Constitution Bench &
refer the issues or
cases to it.
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Under which provisions or circumstances the
Constitutional Bench has been constituted?

provides, “The minimum number of Judges who are to sit for the purpose of
deciding any case involving a substantial question of law as to the interpretation of this
Constitution or for the purpose of hearing any reference under Article 143 shall be five.”

Under — When president seeks Supreme Court’s consultation on a
question of law or fact that has arisen, or is likely to arise, which is of such a nature and of

such public importance that it is expedient to obtain the opinion of the Supreme Court upon
it.

Conflicting judgments: When two or more judgements of three judge benches deliver
conflicting viewpoints on same issue of law, it necessitates a definite understanding and
interpretation of the law by a larger bench.
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No. of Judgments Delivered by Bench of 5+Judges : 1950-2022

i Supreme Court Total 2525

25
2020 onwards l 19

2010-2019 137 20
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Hon'ble Judges Presiding in Maximum judgements
(Bench Strength 5+ Judges )

L
L

Tenure at SC

Supreme Court 1950-2022

KN. Wanchoo 11 Aug 1958 - 24 Feb 1968

M. Hidayatullah 01 Jan 1958 - 16 Dec 1970

B.P. Sinha 03 Dec 1954 - 31 Jan 1964

N. Rajagopala Ayyangar 27 July 1960 - 14 Dec 1964
S.M. Sikri 03 Feb 1964 - 25 April 1973

Sudhi Ranjan Das
K. Subba Rao

26 Jan 1950 - 30 Sep 1959
31Jan 1958 - 11 April 1967

A.K. Sarkar 04 Mar 1957 = 29 June 1966
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Subject Wise Distribution
1950-2022

Others
Trusts and Societies 31
44

Indirect Taxation Constitution

286 884
Media and Communication
58
Commercial
71
Election
15
Direct Taxation
152 Criminal
Civil A5
162
Property Employment Laws
254 283
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CJl has emphasized on having a permanent Constitution Bench

e For speedy disposal of issues
e For Effective and urgent identification and hearing of cases which need their urgent attention

The Apex Court has notified 25 Constitutional Bench matters that will be taken up by the Court from
29 August 2022.Hearing for some of the significant cases has started :

e The Constitutional validity of Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019

e The Karnataka Hijab Ban Case

e The Constitutional Validity of EWS Reservation

e Framing of guidelines for the Court for consideration of mitigating circumstances in Death
Penalty

e Delhi Government v. LG Case

The Supreme Court has decided to begin the live streaming of Constitution bench hearing from
September 27. The unanimous decision was taken at a full court meeting
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